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DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL CYCLE ROUTE
INDUCED BY EUROVELO CYCLE NETWORKS —
— DANUBE CYCLE ROUTE CASE STUDY

SUMMARY

National Cycle Route Development Strategy preserasis for future development of cycle

network in the Republic of Croatia. Stimulated byr& Velo route development plan, The

National cycle network will generate economic growt regions and their positive impact

will be felt across the country. Cycle routes vahable a safe way for employees to their
workplace, as well as for children to their schoalsd also for tourists an intense enjoyment
of nature, recreation and raising health awareness.

This paper deals with issues of cross-border néiwgrof cycle routes to European cycle
routes, but also with the issue of the conceptndiuced building of “cycle network” on
Croatian territory, which will provide better aces#slity to tourist attractions and increase
number of possible combinations of movement in diqdar zone. This way, an easier
access to workplaces and schools would be enabletbdal population, and for tourist a
long-term retention on a particular territory. Thisuld significantly advance the generation
of revenue for local community which is one of sthgoals of cycle network building.

The main objective of this paper is to identify thencept and the strategy of the
development of cycle network in the Republic of &ra. Since the scope of paper does not
allow detailed analysis, the paper does not addsgsteematically the entire space of the
Republic of Croatia, but focus is on the “Danube’Eoiro Velo 6 cycle route, on the territory
of Vukovar-Srijem County and Osijek-Baranja Countihe paper will suggest solutions
which can easily be applied to the other countigiy necessary upgrades.

Key words. International cycling routes, EuroVelo 6, Croatiaational bicycle network,
bicycle route "Danube”, cyclotourism

1. Introduction

Population growth and economic development in tleldvhave lead to an increasing
number of personal vehicles, which have causeadwsenirban and transportation problems
such as a global warming, air pollution and traftmgestion. Many countries, including the
Republic of Croatia, take actions to reduce thesdblpms by encouraging use of public



transport and green forms of transport - walking agicling. Because of the higher-speed
travel in the peak period, a relatively good acibdty to all points of interest, and easy
stopping and parking, bicycle has recently beenaseasingly used means of transport. As an
individual form of transportation or integrated wibther modes of transport, bicycle allows
intensive enjoyment of nature and beauty of thedaape, cultural and historical heritage and
gastronomy, which favors the development of ecasaurcultural, health and sports tourism,
in both urban and rural environment®urists from the city want to experience the “othe
worlds”, that are clearly different from their eyday environment and usual life
circumstances. Because of that, development otyhke network is becoming a priority of
development policy on national, regional and Ideakl. Developed cycle network should
allow cycle availability not only for tourism objieees, but also for the cycle movement
within and between agglomerations, which meansithatould at the same time be used by
tourists and the local population. Since the pples of cycle network planning for travel to
work, to school and for tourism purposes diffethaligh in the final construction, routes of
cycle networks constitute a single entity, onlyrisiucycle routes will be analyzed in this
paper.

2. Starting concept of the realization of cycling atwork

A question which appears is what should a cyclevosd that would make tourist
potentials available to "tourists on bicycles,"Kdike no matter whether they come as a "long
distance" tourists, who only pass through a certauntry/region, or as a "target tourists"
who have a particular area chosen as the finalndeisin of their journey. We must not forget
“local cyclists”, who live in the region and useethicycle for long or short trips or for sports
and recreation. They are all directed to a welhpéa cycle route network.

In the realization of the concept of tourist cygliroute network, the starting point should
be the question which are the sources of bicycdfitt and what are the interesting
characteristics a place can offer to tourists, amlgt then seek for a solution how to connect
generators and attractors in a ‘cycling’ way. Talesaolution, it is necessary to join “drivers”
and “barriers”, and analyze their impact on cordiom of cycle network. The demographic
analysis (number, structure and density of poputati) and economic development certainly
have the most important role in defining the tripngrator. The land is the basis for
determining the attraction of the journey. Confajion of the land, condition of the existing
transport infrastructure, the number and the sirecof vehicles on the road, vehicle speed,
etc. have important impact on the proposal of ttesraative solutions. (

Figurel) proposes approach to the realization of the qunafcycle network [9].
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Figure 1. Concept of the realization of cycling netork [9]



In order to get as credible data as possible, bedilie standard procedures (counting and
surveying), it is necessary to conduct researcbutiir workshops and forums with key
interest groups. Counting is carried out within tbgions and on border crossings in order to
determine the number of cyclists in internatiomahsport. The distribution of trips between
zones of the observed area is obtained by surveying result of trip distribution are S-D
matrices (source-destination matrices), which assbfor forecasting the spatial distribution
of trips.

3. International cycle network (EuroVelo)

EuroVelo (European Cycle Route Network) is a Euaspeetwork of bicycle routes that
aims to connect the entire European continent.d&a iof creating a network of international
cycling routes appeared in 1995. The first EuroVaordinators were ECF, De Frie Fugle
(Denmark) and Sustrans (Great Britain). The plars wacreate 12 cycling routes. From
August 2007, European Cycling Federation (ECF)aaperation with national and regional
partners, took full responsibility for the projethere have so far been various changes on the
network. The best-known changes are two new roatided to the basic network in
September 2011, so now there are 14 routes. Thene open possibility of the development
of new routes (the new potential routes are Iront&u Trail — ICT No. 13 and Rhine Route
No. 15). Today, EuroVelo has over 45,000 km of iogeltrails, and when finished
(approximately in 2020), it will have about 70,000 [14].

The objective of the EuroVelo project is to ensumplementation of highly sustainable
trans-European cycle network in all countries ofdpe, encouraging large number of citizens
to ride bikes, and promoting healthy and sustamatbbility — on the long tourist journeys,
as well as on local, daily travels.

3.1. Major international cycling routes

International EuroVelo routes are marked with ocatlimumbers from 1 to 15. Routes 1, 3,
5,7,9, 11, 13 and 15 extend from north to saoartldl, routes marked with numbers 2, 4, 6 and
8 extend from west to east. Routes 10 and 12 arle cgutes. The name and length of the
routes, as well as the start and the end of a aretgiven below [14]:

North-south routes:

1. "Atlantic Coast Route": North Cape - Sagres 8,k&

3. "Pilgrims Route": Trondheim - Santiago de Contelas5,122 km

5. "Via Romea Francigena": London — Rome and Bsingli900 km

7. Middle Europe route or "The Sun Route": Norttp€a Malta 7,305 km
9. "Baltic Sea to Adriatic Sea" ("Amber Route"): &k - Pula 1,930 km
11."East Europe Route™: North Cape - Athens 5,984 k

13. ,Iron Curtain Trail*: Barents Sea - Black Se80® km

15. ,Rhine Cycle Route": Andermatt - Rotterdam D &2n
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Figure 2. International cycle routes Eurovelo [14]

West-east routes:

2. "Capitals Route": GalwayMoscow 5,500 km

4. "Roscoff-Kyiv* 4,000 km

6."Atlantic Ocean to Black Sea" ("Rivers Route"arites- Constanta 3,653 k
8. "Mediterranean Route": Cadi Athens and Cyprus 5,888 km

Cycle routes:

10."Baltic Sea Cycle Route" ("Hansa circuit") Sttd?sburg- Helsinki - Stockholm -
Copenhagen - Rigarlallinn - St Petersburg 7,980 km

12. "North Sea Cycle Route" Berg- Gothenburg - Hamburg Den Haag - Harwich -
Aberdeen - Inverness Shetlancislands - Bergen 5,932 km

EuroVelo Routes nd, 8, 9 and 13 pass through Croatia. The parttefnational cycling
route EuroVelo 6, which passthrough Croatiajs known as Route Danul The figure 2
showsEuroVelo cycling routes in Euroy



3.2. The requirements and standards that must be et by the international
cycling routes

The fundamental purpose of the existence of cycliogtes is servicing of tourist
attractions and encouraging tourism developmenat T where the name “cycle-tourist”
routes comes from. Thus, for example, foreign giarin the Danube region are primarily
interested in river Danube and the characterisinci$écape (vineyards, protected areas, etc.),
cultural heritage, or some thematic parts, and thet Danube Route as a road. The
international cycling routes should, thereforepyarily be serve to cycle-tourists, or in other
words, they should connect tourist destinationa meaningful, systemic whole. At the same
time, these roads should serve to local popula®a safe route to work, school, shops, etc.
Because these attractions are scattered in spaseifficult to connect them with one cycle
route, which presents a great problem. Therefareycle route planning phase it is necessary
to propose several alternative solutions.

In order to respond to such complex requiremenesffasently as possible, it is necessary
to ensure good mobility and accessibility. Good iityband accessibility of tourist
destinations means that it is necessary to useusaforms of transport and the possibility of
transition from public to, so called, slow trafffrom the train, boat, bus to bicycle and
pedestrian paths), which greatly enhances not thielyrapid tourist transport to deep into the
zone of "green nature”, but also has positive emwvirental balance. Connection of the cycle
network with public transport is particularly impant for the arrival of international cycle-
tourists. For international cycle-tourist routdssinecessary to fulfill the requirement for the
availability of public transport at every 150 km3(#niles) [14]. Integration of public and
private transport can be improved by some orgaioizat and technical solutions. One of
these solution is to introduce a "uniform tarithe ticket" for traffic in a region (transfer from
train to bus or boat line, by free choice and withiouying additional tickets). Very attractive
solutions are related to the possibility of rentinigycles at railway stations, including the
possibility of returning it at any other touriststi@ation or any public transport station, which
provides additional flexibility in planning excuesis. International, but also domestic tourists
can as well come from their houses to main destinatirectly by bicycle, although this is
less frequent (not a usual practice).

International cycle-tourist routes must satisfythpyoject standards as well as a number of
requirements, such as a possibility to use rous&sdays a year, and accommodation at every
50 km (31 miles). Surface (abrading) layer of bieymads must be stable and firm and also
paved to a minimum 80% of the length of cyclingd-oAverage annual daily traffic on the
road, on which cycling roads are placed, shouldb®greater than 1000 vehicles per day.
Minimum width of bicycle routes must enable ridird two cyclists and a maximum
longitudinal slope shall not exceed 6%. [6]. Thesates must be attractive, safe and
comfortable with a clear and unambiguous traffgnsi

4. Croatian national bicycle network

4.1. Functional classification of cycle roads

The division or classification of cycle roads reggets an important process and step in
future elaboration of traffic and urban issues.iflon is not always so simple and clear in
practice, especially because roads from one grétep takeover the function of the roads in
another group or they in specific area intersearga or partially overlap. Therefore, this
paper will primarily deal with certain logistic lpein classification of bicycle networks.



Croatian national bicycle routes connect centenegional importance. It is necessary to
connect them with the European bicycle network, #rad way enable transit bicycle traffic
through Croatia. Besides transit and arrival of thyaaternational cycle-tourists, the national
bicycle routes should also ensure fast commutingoofiestic bicyclists from distant parts of
the country.

Regional bicycle routes are bound on long-distaratenal routes. These regional routes

provide accessibility to the most important touastas and local centers in the region. They
often have a themétfiematic tours”) or educational charactelir(structive tours”) with a
focus on exploration of certain cultural heritagelandscape. Therefore, regional bicycle
routes should be additionally equipped with sigards in Croatian and one foreign (English)
language, in order to inform bicyclists about etmir theme (

Figure3).

Figure 3. Educative info board for bicyclist [14]

Capillary roads are bound to the ,backbone”, majoregional routes, leading to all local
destinations. These roads are often small woodenuapaved field roads which have its
beginning and the end in the same town or city. ddyallary network of roads constitutes a
functional addition to the backbone towards allc#ipe local destinations. These roads can
serve as a recreational bicycle tracks as welianily intended for local population who use
them during weekends or after work.

Division or classifying of bicycle network on natial, regional and capillary, i.e. on major
and secondary, has been carried out and is basedfunction and role of bicycle roads in
spatial and traffic organization. For a more steimigcategorization of the bicycle network, it
is necessary to consider the whole array of tra#fahnical, spatial-organizational and
formative aspects in projecting of the bicycle mad

4.2. Proposition for national and regional bicycleoutes

In line with the aforesaid and based on a functiod role in the spatial organization i.e.
traffic integration of space, length within a netwoand serving of the localities, the
construction of national bicycle network is arisiag a logical solution, which would consist
from the following national and regional routes:

e Sava bicycle route



e Bicycle route from Hungary, through Zagreb up tgeka

* Bicycle route from Hungary, through NaSice up tav®hski Brod and further towards
Bosnia and Herzegovina

* Mediterranean route from Rijeka up to Dubrovnikorg the coast and across the
islands

* Bicycle route from Rijeka up to Dubrovnik througtiand

* Bicycle route Danube connecting Hungary, Croatid &utonomous Province of
Vojvodina

* Drava-valley bicycle route

* Bicycle route from Zagreb, across Sisak up to HkatDubica and Hrvatska
Kostajnica.

Figure 4. presents the illustration of existing datlire bicycle network on the national
level.
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Figure 4. lllustration of exisiting and future bicycle network on the national level
4.2.1. Bicycle route Danube (induced by the plan f@onstruction of Eurovelo route)

During 2005, routing of the structure of the rob@nube through Croatia and installment
of traffic signalization was carried out. Route Dba is a part of the international bicycle
route Eurovelo 6, but it is also a national andaegl route. It passes through the most eastern
part of Croatia, through Vukovar-Srijem and Osifgdranja County, in the length of 140
kilometers. The route, within the Republic of Craastretches from the DuboSevica border
crossing where it enters Croatia from Hungary (Mohérough the city of llok, where it
crosses the state border towards Vojvodina andraaed towards the cities of Novi Sad and
Belgrade. Through Osijek-Baranja County, the roD@nube encompasses 87 km and in
Vukovar-Srijem County 53 kilometers. From the Humga border the route follows state
road No.7 to a smaller extent (1.047m), then ibfes county roads No. 4011 and 4018 until
the junction for Batina in length of 18.574 m, fravhich it continues along the state road 212
towards KneZevi Vinogradi (length 15084 m) andrhte further follows county roads 4042



and 4257 until the entrance in the city of OsijgkJength of 22626 m. The length of the
bicycle route through the city of Osijek, up to Ne&m amounts 7.580 m and it mostly
follows the county road 4068. From Nemetin to Diig route follows state road no. 213, and
after that the state road no. 519 all the way uh#élentrance to Vukovar. The total length of
this part of the route amounts 32.354 m. From Vakde llok, the route stretches along the
state road no. 2 in length of 45,350 m. The Figurehows the Danube route [9].
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Figure 5. Cycle route Danube Croatia [9]

Danube Route mainly lies in the plain terrain, amadeal for cycling, with some
exceptions on the territory between @aind Batina where the terrain rises for some 100
meters — from 85 m above the sea level up to 18bowe the sea level, within the length of 2
km (this represents the highest ascent on the rb2fg) and along the path from Vukovar
towards llok, in the areas around Opatovac, Moh&@arengrad and llok where the altitude
varies between 90 and 130 m above the sea levahd@ihe year 2007, more than 2000 cycle
tourist from France, Germany, Austria, Great Bnifdletherland, Denmark and Switzerland
have used this route, which amounts approximat8lgykle tourists per day within 6 to 7
months which are favorable for cycling. Namelythis area mildly warm and humid climate
prevails, with hot summers (temperature in July am® to 21-22°C), while the winters are
somewhat colder (temperature in January amountsmdre2°C). On the roads along which



the route is traced, both local and transit trafficainly cargo traffic) are allowed, which
severely endangers the security of bicyclists.

According to the report of Osijek-Baranja and Vu&o®rijem Police Departments, the
number of bicyclists killed in traffic in Osijek-Banja County in the last five years amounted
from 1 (2009) to 10 (2010), while in Vukovar-Srije@ounty it amounted between 2 (2010)
and 6 (2006). During that period, the number ofiregl bicyclists in Osijek-Baranja county
amounted between 85 (2005) and 114 (2006), whiMukovar-Srijem County it amounted
between 34 (2010) and 72 (2007). Male persons &@eglears and the most endangered
group. Along the major bicycle routes, such as Br@ube route, it is necessary to plan
resting places, bicycle repair workshops and $teire pumping, as it is shown in the figure
6.and 7.

Figure 6. Possible solutions of resting places fbicyclists

ﬂmm

Figure 7. Possible solutions of workshops for bicye repair and tire pumping

The problem arising in the planning of the routeniae is defining the forbidden zones,
into which bicyclists are not allowed. Thereforejs crucial to exclude “forbidden zones”
such as hunting-grounds and protected nature msebefore any plans have been made.
Afterwards, it is possible to precisely define trea of possible route location (“core area”)
and after that to start with planning of the tradess, for instance, indisputable that the most
attractive realization of Danube Route would betln embankmerdlong the river Danube.
However, there are certain bans from the orgamzatirvatske vodd€Croatian Waters) and
Hrvatske SumédCroatian Forests), being against the entranceiayfclists into these areas.
Thus, it is necessary to secure access to the $toonedifferent sites, in order to enable the
experience of the authentic Danube scenery. Besltedicyclists, similar desires would
appear among the canoeists (docking and boardintpading), walkers, birdwatchers,
swimmers and many other users of the Danube. lardodminimize the negative impact on



protected areas and the landscape, this issue dsHmril resolved “synthetically”, i.e.
combining different interest group’s points of viewhis way, the cycle access towards
Danube would be in the same direction the otherést groups have access to. The camp,
bathing resort, organized picnic site, resting @léar walkers and similar facilities could be
organized on the same access to the rivers, arldasgolution would also be more rational
from the infrastructure point of view.

One of the important issues in bicycle exploitatadrthe Danube shores and pathways is
the issue of cross-border routes, i.e. extensieadimg to Vojvodina. For the cross-border
routes, there are anticipated extensions, i.e.adons to bicycle roads in Batina, Dalj and
llok and the transport of bicyclists by ferries.

Signs displaying border crossings, extensions lier nearby railway and bus stations,
tourist destinations, nature parks, cultural hgetacenters of urban settlements where the
ambulance, post office, ATMs etc. are usually ledatare very important for providing the
bicyclists with information, especially those froabroad. The figure 8. gives examples of
EuroVelo cycling routes signs.

EuroVelo
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1 6 1 (ﬂ)
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Figure 8. Examples of some bicycle signs [14]
4.2.2. Secondary bicycle network in Danube region

Bicycle route Danube forms a backbone for the beyetwork in Danube region. Route
Danube is connected with the ,secondary networkichvistretches to all local destinations
interesting for tourists. In the eastern part obalia these destinations are historic and
cultural monuments (Tda, Aljmas, V@edol, Eltz castle, castle of llok Odescalchi), natu
park Kopd&ki Rit, wine cellars and roads, ethno villages €gcle-tourists usually arrive to
these destinations in organized groups. Recertlygafied “individual touring” is becoming
more and more popular. Namely, the guests take tieycles and start sightseeing the area
on their own, based on their individual preferendésy often, the aim of a visit is enjoyment
without a previously arranged theme, fishing, comgtion of local dishes, such as the famous
,fIS paprikas (paprika fish stew) and wine. According to figu@ecycle-tourists spend € 353
on average per single trip, or € 53 per day, oftWH 16 is spent on food and drinks, € 21 on
accommodation, € 8 on transport and other acts/[&2¢
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Figure 9. Structure of cycle tourist’'s daily consumption [2]

In this regard, there is a big chance for mutualettgment of cycling and rural tourism,
and within the rural tourism and especially witline agro tourism (vacation on farms and
ranches), tourism in nature (“nature tourism”),€gn” tourism and active vacation (horse
riding, walks etc.). Figure 1@resents the secondary cycle tracks in Osijek-Barand
Vukovar-Srijem Counties.

a) Osijek-Baranja County b) Vukovar-Srijem County
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Figure 10. Secondary cycling tracks in a) Osijek-Banja County and b) Vukovar-Srijem
County [14]

5. Conclusions

Due to numerous advantages in using a bicyclerfdividual and public transportation
needs, the development of cycle traffic, i.e. cynlwork roads, represents one of the
priorities of development policies on national, ice@l and local level. Developed bicycle



network enables bicycle accessibility not onlyHe tourist destinationgut alsocommuting
by bicyclebetween the agglomerations. Successful conceptotd coutes assumes high level
of integration of different attractions of the tmirarea into one marketing relevant unit.
Strategy of the development of bicycle routes arational level should be based on existing
and planned positions of European routes, i.e. &l routes. Such base is also very
important for future development of regional andalobicycle routes which will generate
economy benefit for the country, in a way that itl wnable tourists to stay longer in a
specific attractive area. It will also enable tledl population a safe path to work, and
children to their schools. The current study “Staaalysis and ideal solution for cycle route
Danube through Vukovar-Srijem County and OsijekaBga County” plays an important role
in this development of bicycle route “Danube”. ltlincorporate all relevant and positive
real-life examples in accordance with guidelined goals of the EuroVelo 6 project.

REFERENCES

[1] Bodor, A.: EuroVelo, the European cycle rouedwork (Powerpoint presentation),
konferencija Cycling Danube, Vukovar, 2011.

[2] Bodor, A.: EuroVelo, the European cycle route netw@&eview materials),
konferencija Cycling Danube, Vukovar, 2011.

[3] Banozt, M.: Unaprjelenje biciklisteke rute Dunav-Cycling Danube, konferencija
Cycling Danube, Vukovar, 2011.

[4] Informacija o prometnoj povezanosti na paguusjeko-baranjske zupanije, Osijek,
listopada 2010.

[5] Lumsdon, L.; Weston, R.; McGrath, P.; Davies, Neeters, P.; Eijgelaar, E.; Piket, P.;
The European Cycle Route Network Eurovelo (stuBlg)icy Department Structural
and Cohesion Policies, European Parliament, 2009.

[6] Orbea - EuroVelo: Cycling Around Europe

[7]  Prostorni plan Osj&ko-baranjske zupanij@avod za prostorno planiranje, Osijek,
2002.

[8] Prostorni plan Vukovarsko - srijemske Zupanije, dukrsko-srijemska Zupanija,
Vinkovci,
2002.

[9] Simunovi, Lj.: Studijska analiza i idejno rjeSenje bicikiike rute Dunav kroz
Zupanije Vukovarsko-srijemsku i Osfe-baranjsku (study under way, Faculty of
Transport and Traffic Sciences, Zagreb, 2011-20kanferencija Cycling Danube,
Vukovar, 2011.

[10] Simunovi, Lj., Bo3njak, I., BEi¢, D.: The integral Traffic planning Aiming at
sustainable Mobility in the City of Zagreb®, TheiilthInternational Conference
"Towards a Humane City" - Travel Demand Managem@idyi Sad) : University of
Novi Sad Faculty of Technical Sciences Departméiitraffic Engineering , 2011. p.
(23)-(28)

[11] Velobilro; Capirone, M.; Stadtherr, L.: Eurovelo48igy of Eurovelo routes, Europe
Cyclists' Federation, Brusseles, 2010.



[12]

[13]

[14]

Veloburo; Stadtherr, L.; Capirone, M.: Eurovelo-TH@opean Cycle Route Network,
European Cyclists' Federation, Brusseles, 2009.

Zupanijska razvojna strategija, 2007. — 2013, Vizkeko-srijemska Zupanija,
Vukovar, rujan 2007.

Internet:
- http://www.ecf.com/
- http://lwww.eurovelo.org/
- http://www.tuvie.com/econology-life-bicycle-skel-combines-nature-and-
eco-
friendly-technology/
- http://lwww.unco.edu/campusrec/cruiserBikes/stdrtdd
- http://bikefixtation.com/products/public-work-stand
- http://lwww.multilingualarchive.com/ma/enwiki/endibVelo/1#EuroVelo_6
- http://lwww.cwf-fcf.org/en/about-cwf/media-centreleases/cwf-and-whistler
blackcomb-unveil-wildlife-signs.html




