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Back in the 1960s Sam Seltzer and I. B. Bender were at the forefront 
of research into development, diagnosis and clinical treatment of all path-
ological processes connected to the pulp. Together they published more 
than 40 papers, and in 1965 they published a textbook titled “The Den-
tal Pulp”that was the leading textbook in endodontics for many years. As 
a tribute to these two greats, Kenneth M. Hargreaves, Harold E. Goodis 
and Franklin R. Tay wrote in 2012 a textbook titled “Seltzer and Bender’s 
Dental Pulp”, published by Quintessence Publishing.

This book, that has 20 chapters, was written by 32 authors from 8 
countries. First four chapters deal with dental pulp, pulpodentinal com-
plex, their development and possibilities of reparation. Circulation and in-
nervation of the dental pulp are dealt with in detail in chapters 6 and 7. 
After getting acquainted with the normal physiology and biology of the 
pulp, the authors concentrate on different aspects of pathological changes 
that can affect the dental pulp. They write about the mechanisms of pain 
and their control with medications, about infections of the pulp and me-
diators of inflammation, about relationship between the pulp and apical 
periodontitis and pulp and periodontal diseases, as well as about the rela-
tionship between the pulp and systemic diseases. A special chapter is ded-
icated to the possibilities of regeneration of the dental pulp with the help 
of dental materials. Two extended chapters deal with root resorption and 
pulpal changes due to the ageing. At the end of the book there is an inter-
esting chapter for clinicians on differential diagnostics of dental pain. Ev-
ery chapter has an opulent list of references.

“Seltzer and Bender’s Dental Pulp” is one of those books that every 
dentist and/or scientist that has the dental pulp in the center of her or his 
attention should have, or at least should read it.

Marin Vodanović
vodanovic@sfzg.hr

Sam Seltzer i I.B. Bender su 1960.-ih godina bili predvodnici istraži-
vanja vezanih uz nastanak, razvoj, dijagnozu i kliničko zbrinjavanje svih 
patoloških procesa vezanih za zubnu pulpu. Zajedno su u uglednim svjet-
skim časopisima objavili više od 40 radova, a 1965. godine objavili su knji-
gu „The Dental Pulp“ koja je godinama bila vodeća literatura u području 
endodoncije, pogotovo u smislu razumijevanja biologije pulpe. Kao po-
svetu ovoj dvojici velikana u endodonciji, 2012. godine Kenneth M. Har-
greaves, Harold E. Goodis i Franklin R. Tay u svojstvu urednika, u izda-
nju Quintessence publishing, objavljuju knjigu pod naslovom „Seltzer and 
Bender’s Dental Pulp“.

Ovu knjigu koja se sastoji od 20 poglavlja napisala su 32 autora iz 8 
zemalja. Prva četiri poglavlja bave se zubnom pulpom, pulpodentinskim 
kompleksom, njihovim razvojem i mogućnostima reparacije. Posebno po-
glavlje je posvećeno matičnim stanicama i njihovoj ulozi u regeneraciji 
pulpodentinskog kompleksa. Cirkulacija i inervacija zubne pulpe opsežno 
su obrađene u 6. i 7. poglavlju. Nakon upoznavanja čitatelja s normalnom 
fiziologijom i biologijom pulpe, autori knjige se fokusiraju na različite as-
pekte patoloških promjena koje mogu zahvatiti zubnu pulpu. Obrađeni su 
mehanizmi boli i mogućnosti njene kontrole lijekovima, preko infekcija 
pulpe i molekularnih medijatora upale pulpe, pa do odnosa između pulpe 
i apikalnog parodontitisa odnosno pulpe i parodontnih bolesti, te pulpe i 
sistemskih bolesti. U zasebnom su poglavlju obrađene mogućnosti oporav-
ka zubne pulpe s pomoću detalnih materijala. Dva relativno opsežna po-
glavlja posvećena su resorpciji korijena i promjenama pulpe uzrokovanim 
životnom dobi. Pred kraj knjige se nalazi kliničarima posebno zanimljivo 
poglavlje o diferencijalnoj dijagnostici zubobolje. Svako poglavlje je ople-
menjeno bogatim popisom korištene literature.

Knjiga „Seltzer and Bender’s Dental Pulp“ jedna je od onih knjiga ko-
ju bi svaki stomatolog i/ili znanstvenik koji u središtu svoga profesional-
nog djelovanja ima zubnu pulpu trebao imati u svojoj kolekciji stručne li-
terature ili je barem pročitati.
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