




The influence of music on early literacy development

Osijek (Croatia), 1-2 December 2017

Ana Popović



Literacy – not just documentation of speech

The concept of literacy has

evolved from basic reading,

writing and numeracy skills

to broader notions such as

functional literacy and a

foundation for lifelong

learning - UNESCO



• Neuroscience

• Neurodidactics

• Brain-based learning



Neurodidactics, brain-based learning
• Emile Jacques-Dalcroze

• Carl Orff

• Zoltan Kodaly

• Elly Bašić

• Rudolf Steiner

• Maria 
Montessori

• Celestin Freinet

• John Dewey

• Peter Petersen

• Jean Piaget

• Lev Vygotsky



Language

• Communication

• Rythm

• Tempo

• Dinamics

• Intonation

• Melody

• Notation

Music

• Communication

• Rythm

• Tempo

• Dinamics

• Intonation

• Melody

• Notation



Brain and Language



Brain and Music



The Benefits of Early Music Education
• Brain plasticity - improved anatomical and functional organization

• Mozart effect

• Increased reading and writing ability

• Encourages structural development of the auditory cortex

• It helps with better pronunciation

• Improves motor skills

• Helps socialization

• Positive psychological effects



What can a teacher do?

• Music – 35 lessons per year

• Extracurricular activities

• Music activities during other lessons



Rhymes

• sung rhymes

• spoken rhymes



Rhymes

• Rythm
• Pronunciation
• Motor abilities



Theme songs



• Different parts of the body and 
different sounds of voice are 
used

• BAPNE Method (Biomechanics, 
Anatomy, Psychology, 
Neurology, Ethnomusicology)

• No words – organization, 
repetition

Body percussion



• Cooperation with music 
teacher

• Reading music

• Playing an instrument



Conclusions:

• Neurodidactics confirm the theses of the movements and projects of 
reform pedagogy from past century

• There are vast benefits of early music education, few of them can be linked
to development of literacy

• In class teaching, music can be practiced during music lessons and
extracurricular activities, but also as an additional activity during other
lessons

• There are music activities that don’t recquire specialized teaching skills



Thank you!


